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LEWISTON CURLING CLUB 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 

April 7, 2018 

 

Call to Order 

Meeting called to order at 4:35 pm. 

 

Approval of Meeting Minutes 

Minutes from the 2017 Annual Meeting approved unanimously, following a motion from Glen 

Alsobrooks and second by Len West. 

 

President’s Remarks 

New League Schedule: A new league schedule was introduced this past season to avoid the conflict with 

Spring Break which occurred in 2017. The Board approved maintaining the 12 week regular season 

following a review of proposals presented by Erik Snyder. 

 

Concrete Floor Project: The Board began discussions on a concrete floor last April. The initial proposal 

included removal of 9 inches of dirt which jeopardized the building’s foundation. Initial discussions 

tabled the project based on risks to the foundation and funding which at the time was estimated to be 

$44,000 for materials only.  In November, 2017, Randy Pyle came back to the Board and presented an 

alternative project which involved putting the concrete floor over the existing floor. It was estimated the 

costs would be $8000 cheaper. In addition, Glen Alsobrooks came forward and proposed a fund raising 

effort to help pay for the project and pledged to double match funds up to $10,000 . The Board 

approved go ahead for the revised concrete floor project. 

 

The fund raising effort raised more the $13,000 and Glen Alsobrooks donated $20,000 as part of his 

matching pledge. As part of the fund raising, the Board approved three new life members; Roberta 

Currie, Tyler Smith, and Todd Laug. New plaques (of Life Members) are now displayed including a plaque 

of former life members. 

 

Randy Pyle replaced the old wooden decking at the main entrance. Looks Great! 

 

The Club successfully defended the Axe (Midland Bonspiel) and the Wooden Curling Stone (Traverse City 

Bonspiel). Thanks to those who participated. Next year, the Axe Bonspiel is scheduled at Midland. 

 

Another successful International Bonspiel was held, thanks to the outstanding organization efforts of 

Keith Berger. John Boris also recognized  Team Ice Makers which included Randy Pyle, Glen Alsobrooks, 

Rich Barbarich and Dominic Manzi finishing as event runner-up. Also, Gary Campbell, Ron Watson, Linda 

Licht, Corey Crowell and A.T. Nieman won the A1 Event. 

 

A Successful “Learn to Curl” event was held on Fenruary 24th with 56 new curlers attending as well as 

spectators who came to watch. Individuals who volunteered included Walt Jauss, Walt and Mary 

Keskine, Rich Barbarich, Mike Hill, Tim Dykstra, Erik Snyder, Ron Watson, Corey Crowell, Linda Licht, Neal 

Godby and John Boris. 
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The Club will follow-up with participants in the fall. Ron Watson suggested another learning event for 

new members. 

 

A new refrigerator was purchased for use during bonspiels. 

 

Potential items for next season (following the concrete floor project) include potential new cameras and 

TV’s that show all four houses and possible placement of TV’s in the basement. 

 

John Boris closed out his comments thanking everyone for another successful season. 

 

Treasurer Report 

Diana Hlywa indicated the club has $91,000 in the bank which included $6600 that will be used to 

purchase a second CD. Dues were turned in early so that USCA/GLCA memberships could be paid for 

regular members. 

 

Maintenance/House Committee Report 

Mary Keskine thanked Diana Hlywa for her report. She then asked for her clean-up crew to stand-up and 

be recognized, thanking them for all their efforts. 

 

Games Committee Report 

Erik Snyder discussed the process of determining who gets first choice on “night of the week” during the 

regular curling season. First preference will continue to be to those who curled on the night the season 

before. A member on military duty and or medical leave shall also have preference for up to a two year 

period (to return to their night of preference). Afterwards a preference point system will be used. 

Preference points will be issued to those unable to curl on the night of their choice in a given season. 

When an opening occurs in subsequent seasons, the member with the highest number of preference 

points will be given first choice. Tie breakers on preference points will be based on who signed up first. 

 

A.T. Nieman indicated the club should be mindful of someone who brings in a new curler and that the 

new curler may want to curl on the same night. 

 

There was some interest mentioned on potential mixed doubles league, to which Jeff Michael suggested 

doing a letter of interest to members. 

 

Rental Report 

Walt Jauss thanked all the volunteers who helped during rentals. He indicated the Club hosted 19 paid 

rentals which brought in $5020, a club record. 
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USCA/GLCA Representative 

Jeff Michael reported that there are 15 curling clubs in the GLCA and that the Petoskey Curling Club has 

applied for membership. 

 

He indicated that the Midland Curling Club is in process of setting their calendar for next season and has 

requested the Axe Bonspiel for January 19, 2019. 

 

He indicated our by-laws should indicate the LCC requires membership in the USCA and GLCA. Although 

the past two seasons, regular season dues has included paid memberships, this has been an issue of 

contention in the past. 

 

Gary Campbell mentioned the change being considered towards a five rock free guard rule and 

suggested the importance of consistency between clubs. 

 

Bonspiel Committee 

Keith Berger encouraged the membership to participate in other bonspiels, that it promotes attendance 

in our International. This year’s Bonspiel was the highest grossing ever. There was more interest than 

there were slots available for teams. Next year, he intends to have a sign-up sheet for each night of the 

week and the potential for a “play-in” requirement in the event there are more individuals that want to 

curl than available slots. 

 

Ice Committee 

Dominic Manzi indicated that he and Rich Barbarich are still learning and that Randy Pyle’s expertise is 

what allows the club to have good ice. He indicated that with additional interest in Rentals, Learn to 

Curls, and the prospect of additional leagues, there was a need for additional volunteers to learn how to 

prep the ice.  He also expressed thanks for the help of teams who come in early to help with the ice 

making duties. 

 

Concrete Floor Project 

Randy Pyle indicated the original bid of $44,000 for the revised project has been reduced. He and Lou 

Hubert travelled to Troy, Illinois to pick up the steel for the project which saved the club $8100 in 

transportation costs. The club is currently at $33,295 in total donations and encouraged those who have 

not donated to do so. 

 

The concrete floor should eliminate ice heaving and reduce energy costs since the ice thickness will be 

reduced. 

 

He brought in a mock scale of the project which was on display on the first floor. The actual ice level will 

be higher as a result of putting the new floor over the existing dirt floor. 
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He suspects that by the end of April, the ice removal can begin and that volunteers are needed to help 

with the project. A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board and he asked volunteers to include their 

email addresses so Randy can communicate when help is needed. 

 

Board Elections 

John Boris indicated two board positions are up (those of Ron Johnson and Mike Hill). Both decided not 

to run for re-election. 

 

Nominations for board members were Ron Watson; nominated by Mike Hill and second by Corey 

Crowell. Neil Godby nominated himself with a second by Joe Tenbush. 

 

As there were no other nominees, Glen Alsobrooks moved that the nomination process be closed and 

the nominees be elected to the Board which was second by Lori Beaudoin and approved unanimously. 

 

John Boris indicated that these new Board appointments, although effective November 1, 2018, the new 

Board members are encouraged to attend the upcoming meetings. 

 

MEMBERSHIP OPEN FORUM 

John Boris reiterated that Board meetings were open to all members, Lou Hubert suggested that when 

meetings are scheduled, emails should be sent to all members. 

 

Linda Licht asked why Friday (senior league) was a $40 add on. There was a lengthy discussion on the 

subject.  

 

Kayla Beauregard suggested the club have open curling on Sunday’s to help bring in new curlers. 

 

Lou Hubert indicated that the dues received from memberships do not cover the club’s expenses 

 

Corey Crowell asked that members should take first or second year curlers to Bonspiels as it can be a 

great experience and help grow a person’s enthusiasm for the game. 

 

Next Meeting Date 

The next Board Meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, May 1st at 6:00 pm. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 6:04 pm. 

 

 

Minutes submitted by Dominic Manzi, Secretary, Lewiston Curling Club. 
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